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Granite
removal
is bone of
contention
ByAlanEdwards.
Deseret News stafi wrlter

The LDS Church wants to go baek

to ihe future in Little Cottonwood
Canvon, but some residents want to

teei it tirmtY in the Present'---n'"oietentatives 
of The Church of

JesuiChrist Latter-day Saints have
petitioned Salt Lake CountY for a
?:onditional-use Permit to remove

' sranite boulders from an area it
6wns about ltZ miles uP the canyon'
on ttre norttr side' It is the same site

, where qranite was extracted to
tuitO ttre Salt Lake temPle more

. thanl00Yearsago.
i Thesit6hasbeenusedoccasion'
lallv since ttmr, most recentlY in
figbt ror sranite to repair the Salt

i l,ate temPle. The church saYs it
' now needjbetween 11,000 an{

' ii.oOo tons of granite to install a 3-

centimeter facade on its large new
r assemblY hall, now being built on
' the bloci< north of Temple Square'

"There's a very strong desire to 
-

link the new assembly building with
Temple Square" in aPPearalee'
said irroieit manager Tom Hanson'

Hdns6n acknowledged that simi'
larJooking granite eould be found
ai ottrer si[el. But, he said, in addi' 

-
ii-on io ttre visual impactl a feeling of
itatititv and tradition is part of the
decisioir. The church would like
o"opte to know the granite forboth
ftre tempte and the new assemblY
hal wai taken from the same site'

The location has entered local
folklore as a Plaee of sweat and
itrain where Pioneers heroicallY
slaved away through a 40-Year Pe-
riod to build the most well-known
physical landmark of the LDS
Chureh.

But nearbY residents saY those
reasons to remove the granite are

outweighed bY the environmental
impacts of the Project.ilt's the most Pristine canyon rn 

-
the itate and shdddn't be dealt with
in this way," said Karen Cunning-
ham. who is one of five homeowners
*iio iive about 1,000 feet below the
site. "This is not a small project'
This is large scale."

Thev say the eanYon would never
be theianie after the project, nega-

tively affecting it for wildlife, hik-
Mountain goats loam near the site where-the LDS Ghurch would like to remov

boutders for u"" on tn" il"u it"iildiift"l Ueing nuilt across from Temple Squ
Please see ROGKS on 82



for in stereofocaine
hy to hack down the person who
put the drugs there.

Illsley said it appears the drugs
mighthave been there foras long
as two years. police are also worf_
ingwith the owners of the Bounti_
f_ul store where Graham purchased
the cassette to trace the o-rigins of
the unit.

. Jle discgvery is like something
right out of a television police
drama, Grahamsaid.

"It's kind of crazy, but when you
get thinking about it, I bet there's a
lot of this around. people need a
sneaf,yway to get thisstuff
around," he said. ,.This 

was pretty
sneaky."
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RiverP_ark project for 120 days.
SOS has appealed the eouncil's

decision to the Utah Supreme
Court, arguing referendu-s are le_
$timate in some cases where a re-
2oning ctn ',drastieally affeet the
claraeter of a eommu;itv.,'

Ttra! appeal is pendinjand no
court date has been set. 

-

. BUISOS organizersareexpected
to file a similar appeal if council
members reject the initiative peti_
tion the same way they did the ref_
erencum request.

_ A-vote on petition application
has been scheduled foi the eoun-
eil's Mar. 17 meeting.

SOS spokeswomai Janalee To-
bias said lastweek hergroup wants
city officials to adopt an ordinanee
allowing the property to revert
back to its original zonings that
provided for open space, agricul_
mral and recreational uses.

But developer Bruee Anderson
contends sueh an action would
amount to a eondemnation.

!-u1ha "takingof property," he
said Tuesday, wouldme-an tire citv
would have to pay the eurrent
value of his land plus millions of
dollarsspent in developing the
property over the past 1g months.

Anderson said the city, even by
conservative estimates, would
have to eome up with ai least $12.5
million in eompensation- an
amount he contends would impose
a huge property tax increase on
South Jordan residents.

K&ry
forthe new as5enibly hall, ex-
plalns ptans for stone removal.
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ers, climbers and reereational
users.

Extracting the rock 100 years
ago when nobody was around was
fine, the activists say, but things
have ehanged. These are their eon_
eerns:

o The extraetionwould destabi_
lize the mountainside. Hanson
countered that workers will split
and.remove only isolated, non-sup_
porting boulders, adding that a
geoteehnical engineer has eonelud_
ed that no destabilization would oc_
cur. The eonditional-use perrnit
application only eovers boulders,
,sg61ding to county Development
Serviees Director J.D. Johnson. It
does not allow for extraction from
the mountain itself.

Nevertheless, aetivists maintain
that even boulder removal would
eontribute to destabilization.

. Scaningof themountain. The
church plans a 600-foot-long road
from the highway, two staging ar_
eas and two other 50- to-60-foot_
Iong roads. Under the eonditions
of the pennit, it would be required
to rehabilitate and revegetate ttre
area after eompletion.

. Dust and noise. Chureh

Homeowner Karen Grrnnln$r
says Lltile Cottonwood Cail
should be teft:n ptsthelLl
project architect Kerry Nielse
knowledged that explosions w
oceurbut said they would be n
smaller than the huge dynamil
blasts of times past. Boulders
would be drilled with small alir
holes, then small charges woui
placed inside and detonated to
split the rock.

o Pollution of Litfle Cottonq
Creek ("When it rains here yor
wouldn't believe the runoff." C
ningham said) and impaet on w
life (Deseret News staffers saw
four mountain goats near the si
Wednesday). Chureh and counl
officials said without elaboratir
that those shouldn't be a proble

- The conditional-use pennit h
beenthrough a public hearing,
the Planning Commission wilIc
siderwhether to allow it in two
weeks. Either side has the optio
to appeal the deeision to the
County Commission.

- WhfletheplanningCommissi
nas encouraged the Church and
tivists to work out their differ-
ences, the latter say nothing will
satisfy them except complete rq
loeation of the operation.

Should the perrrit be granted,
removal would take plaee from
April to Deeember, church offi_
cials say. Nevertheless, the per_
mit's validity would continui int
perpetuity.
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ContinuedfromBl

The new year is off to a slow
start as well. passenger volume for
January was down ?.4 percent
compared with last year.

"We review ourplan all the
time, but right now we are eontinu_
ing'' with the expansion projeet,
Widmarsaid.

A one-year lapse in the break_
neek paee of passenger growth is
aetually a weleomed ehange, not a
eoneem, he said.

The majorface lift is needed be-
cause the airporthas outgrown its
current facilities. A slowdown in
passenger-volume increases would
ease the eongestion and traffic-
management problers airport of_
ficials expeet to endure at least

comparison with recent years. Ti
airport's passenger volume greq
14.2 percentin lggb and inereasi
at a do-uble-digit percentage in .nine of the 16 years.

Airline officials agree with
Widmar that rising airfares, bol-
stered by a healthy national and4
cal economy, have contributed ti
the slight decrease in passengeri
There is a cease-fire in the air i
wars, with fewer bargains and s
eial rates being offered.

. But most people, partieularly-
ousrness travelers, are still book.
ing flights, with the economy so
strong, they ean afford to do so.i
And airlines, despite a drop in
sengers, are making more mondj

"Most airlines increased their
ticket priees (in 1gg?) and we jus
went along," said Bill Gibbs. Safi
Lake director of Delta Air LineS.

,.-+if +f,d fircl aiat l :.^^- o r L:rri ^ -
"That alwa-ys tends to make nas-
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